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Chapter 1

Trinity vs. God?

One 2000 year old concept that confuses people is how can 3 different persons
be considered God all at the same time? How is this doctrine resolved, based on
the revelations in the Old Testament (Tenach) and what Jesus (Yeshua) actually
said during his ministry? This has caused traditional Jews to reject the position
that Jesus (Yeshua) was the messiah, as they were only expecting a “man,” and
Muslims to claim Jesus was only a prophet. And both Muslims and Jews both
insist that a monotheistic faith only recognizes one “God,” so how can there be 3
of anything and yet still be one God?

The character of "god" in the Old Testament, ie. Tenach, was sometimes
elusive....Elohim (plural) created the heavens and earth. Sometimes the ruach
(spirit) acted alone. And sometimes Israel was a "child" and other times it was a
"bride." Why are there two relationships- one as a child to a father, and another
as a bride to a groom-redeemer? Were there 2 persons to relate to? There was
also a personality - the angel of the Lord- who was not just an angel, but had
divine qualities, and the authority of God. Who was this personality?

For ages, the doctrine has been muddled by all sorts of vague explanations,
when the answer is there in front of us. Yeshua called himself both the son of
man and the son of God. And how he described the “equality” of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit may be interpreted differently than how they are traditionally
viewed. Being considered the son of Man is not an issue, since people agree
that Jesus was a human being. But the issue of either being God, or the son of
God, has to be resolved.

First, the New Testament scriptures showing what Jesus said during his ministry
will be given, because there is a difference between what Jesus actually said,
and what people later thought he meant, and perpetuated.

The focus here is just on the existence of the son of God. The role of the Holy
Spirit in what is called the Trinity is a separate discussion.
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Chapter 2

Who did Jesus say He was?

Or what does the New Testament actually describe?

To begin with, Jesus never said he was God (ie the Father, or equal to the
Father). He said he was the son of God. To many, there is no difference, but
literally, there really is a difference. We will look step by step at who Jesus was.
First, the passages that describe what the Word says about Jesus and his
relationship with God, the Father:

Father God speaks from heaven at baptism of Jesus:

Mat 3:17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.

The devil knew who Jesus was, and tempted Jesus to “prove himself”:

Mat 4:3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made bread.

Jesus confirms that he is the Son of God:

Mat 16:15 He said unto them, But whom say you that I am?
Mat 16:16 And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.
Mat 16:17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art you, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed [it] unto you, but my Father which
is in heaven.

Priests executed Jesus because he said he was the son of God:

Mat 27:41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking [him], with the scribes and
elders, said,

Mat 27:42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel,
let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him.

Mat 27:43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he
said, I am the Son of God.

http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Mat&chapter=3&verse=17&version=kjv#17
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Mat&chapter=4&verse=3&version=kjv#3
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Mat&chapter=16&verse=16&version=kjv#16
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Mat&chapter=16&verse=17&version=kjv#17
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Mat&chapter=27&verse=41&version=kjv#41
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Mat&chapter=27&verse=42&version=kjv#42
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Mat&chapter=27&verse=43&version=kjv#43
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Jesus as the son of God when he reveals himself to Thomas after the
resurrection:

Jhn 20:28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
Jhn 20:29 Jesus said unto him, Thomas, because you have seen me, you have
believed: blessed [are] they that have not seen, and [yet] have believed.
Jhn 20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples,

which are not written in this book:
Jhn 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing you might have life through his name.

Jesus calls himself the son of God before raising Lazarus from the dead:

Jhn 11:3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom you
love is sick.
Jhn 11:4 When Jesus heard [that], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but
for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.

Jesus and the Oneness of God : The Shema does not say God is one
person singular (hebrew: yachid) , it says that God is “unity” (hebrew:
echad) of persons. Jesus (son of God) and the Father (God) are “in” each
other. Jesus explains the spiritual unity of himself and the Father:

Jhn 14:7 If you had known me, you should have known my Father also: and
from henceforth you know him, and have seen him.

Jhn 14:8 Philip said unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it suffice for us

Jhn 14:9 Jesus said unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me has seen the Father; and how
say thou [then], Show us the Father?

Jhn 14:10 Believe you not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the
words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwells in
me, he doeth the works.

Jhn 14:11 Believe me that I [am] in the Father, and the Father in me: or else
believe me for the very works' sake.

Jhn 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believes on me, the works that I
do shall he do also; and greater [works] than these shall he do; because I go
unto my Father.

http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=20&verse=28&version=kjv#28
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=20&verse=29&version=kjv#29
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=20&verse=30&version=kjv#30
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=20&verse=31&version=kjv#31
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=11&verse=3&version=kjv#3
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=11&verse=4&version=kjv#4
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=7&version=kjv#7
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=8&version=kjv#8
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=9&version=kjv#9
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=10&version=kjv#10
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=11&version=kjv#11
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=12&version=kjv#12
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Jhn 14:13 And whatsoever you shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son.

Jhn 14:14 If you shall ask any thing in my name, I will do [it].

Jhn 14:15 If you love me, keep my commandments. (Jesus is saying the
commandments of God are his commandments. Only God gave the
commandments..)

Other verses…..
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.
1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth
1:18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the

bosom of the Father, he hath declared [him].
1:32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it abode upon him.
1:34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.

3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that
the world through him might be saved.
3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.
3:35 The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into his hand.
3:36 He that believes on the Son has everlasting life: and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abides on him.

John 5:18-30
Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had broken
the Sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with
God.
Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son
can do nothing of himself, but what he sees the Father do: for whatsoever things
he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.
For the Father loves the Son, and shows him all things that himself doeth: and he
will show him greater works than these, that ye may marvel.
For as the Father raises up the dead, and quickens [them]; even so the Son
quickens whom he will.
For the Father judges no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:

http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=13&version=kjv#13
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=14&version=kjv#14
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=14&verse=15&version=kjv#15
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That all [men] should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that
honors not the Son honors not the Father which hath sent him.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hears my word, and believes on him that
sent me, has everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is
passed from death unto life.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.
For as the Father has life in himself; so has he given to the Son to have life in
himself;
And has given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of
man.
Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice,
And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just;
because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father who has sent me.

John 6:68-69
Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life.
And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.

John 8: 42
Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.

John 8:58-59 ( Jesus says he existed before Abraham):
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.
Then took they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of
the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

John 9: 35
Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said
unto him, Do you believe on the Son of God?

John 11: 25;27
Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believes in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever lives and believeth in me shall never die. Believe you this?
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She said unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that you art the Christ, the Son of God,
which should come into the world.

john 14:13
And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

john 16:28
I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the
world, and go to the Father.

john 17:1 These words spoke Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

Oneness of Jesus with the Father God (another example):

Jhn 10:30 I and [my] Father are one
Jhn 10:31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.
Jhn 10:32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have I showed you from my
Jhn 10:33 Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?
Jhn 10:34 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone you not;
but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, making yourself God.
Jhn 10:36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the
world, Thou blaspheme; because I said, I am the Son of God?
Jhn 10:37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.
Jhn 10:38 But if I do, though you believe not me, believe the works: that you
may know that the Father [is] in me, and I in him., and believe,

Identified with the Father from creation:
Jhn 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.
Jhn 1:2The same was in the beginning with God.
** Keep in mind that the Father, as the source, is the Word ( Word #1), as well as
the son (Word # 2), who reflects the Word of his Father. There are two persons
identified as the Word: the Father and the Son. If the only Word that existed was
that of the Son, then the Father would not be the source of all things as Jesus
had declared. Also, it says two different things about the Word:

1. the Word was WITH God ( indicating 2 persons, the Word and God, since
one was With the other)

2. The Word WAS God. (indicating one
person, the Word also describes God as
well)

http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=10&verse=30&version=kjv#30
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=10&verse=31&version=kjv#31
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=10&verse=32&version=kjv#32
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=10&verse=33&version=kjv#33
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=10&verse=34&version=kjv#34
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=10&verse=36&version=kjv#36
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=10&verse=37&version=kjv#37
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=10&verse=38&version=kjv#38
http://www.blueletterbible.org/cgi-bin/popup.pl?book=Jhn&chapter=1&verse=1&version=kjv#1
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It repeats this emphasis of 2 persons in verse 2, when it indicates that the same
(Word) was in the beginning WITH God. If only Jesus was the Word, or if the
Father was the Word, the text would not have been written this way.

Thus, the “Word” describes both the nature of the Father and of the Son, who is
the image of His Father. Thus, the nature of the Son is so intimately joined to his
Father that he is seen as the same Word that sent Him. This is reflected in
Isaiah:

Isa 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

** Here, the son that is born is called his father. The Father, who would be called
a King, is identified with the Son, who is the Prince.
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Chapter 3

Is there any evidence that there is a son of God figure in
the Old Testament, and that Jesus was correct?

Jesus was a man, but was he also divine? There are passages throughout the
Tenach that refer to a “man” with divine qualities who appears on occasion to
those called by God. Sometimes there is an “angel” who seems to be more than
an angel. Different scriptures will be presented with comments.

Gen 18:1-3 And the LORD appeared unto him [Abraham] in the plains of Mamre:
and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;

And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and
when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself
toward the ground,

And said, My Lord, if now I have found favor in thy sight, pass not away, I
pray thee, from thy servant:
There are 3 men, but Abraham calls one of them Lord. They tell that Sarah will
bear a child.

Gen 18: 13 And the LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh,
saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?

The Lord is one of the men. This is God who comes as a man.

2 of the men, identified as angels in 19:1 leave for Sodom. The third man, the
Lord, remains behind to talk to Abraham about the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah. verses 18:20, 26, 27, 30, 33 again refer to the man remaining behind
with Abraham as “the Lord.”

Gen 32: 24-30
And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of
the day.

And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of
his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with
him.

And he said, Let me go, for the day breaks. And he said, I will not let thee go,
except thou bless me.
And he said unto him, What [is] thy name? And he said, Jacob.
And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince

hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.
And Jacob asked [him], and said, Tell [me], I pray thee, thy name. And he said,

Wherefore [is] it [that] thou do ask after my name? And he blessed him there.
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And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to
face, and my life is preserved.

Jacob identifies the man as “God”, not an angel. This is God who comes as a
man.

Joshua 5:13-15
And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes

and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword
drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, [Are] you for
us, or for our adversaries?

And he said, No; but [as] captain of the host of the LORD, am I now come.
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him,
What says my lord unto his servant?

And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from
off thy foot; for the place whereon you stand [is] holy. And Joshua did so.

Note that Joshua worshipped the man and calls him “lord.” The man, the
“captain of the Lord’s host,” replies that his presence makes it holy ground. An
angel would not accept worship from a human being. This man accepts worship,
allows himself to be called Lord, and indicates that his presence now makes the
ground holy. Only God is worshipped and is holy. This “man” is divine in some
way. This is God who comes as a man. The Hebrew word used here for Lord is
Yahovah.

Judges 13: 17-19,21-22 the angel of the Lord appears to the parents of Samson.
And Manoah said unto the angel of the LORD, What [is] thy name, that when

thy sayings come to pass we may do thee honor?
And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Why ask you thus after my name,

seeing it [is] Wonderful?
For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar,

that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and
his wife looked on [it], and fell on their faces to the ground.

But the angel of the LORD did no more appear to Manoah and to his wife.
Then Manoah knew that he [was] the angel of the LORD.

And Manoah said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have seen
God.

The angel of the Lord is identified by Manoah as God. He is someone that
appears to man, and does not remain distant, and invisible. His name is, in
Hebrew, pil-iy, meaning wonderful, incomprehensible, extraordinary. Only God’s
name should be referred to this way.
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This is reminiscent of the prophesy in Isaiah 9:6, using the same Hebrew word
to describe and name the messiah :

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
Here it indicates that one of the names for the messiah is “Wonderful,” the same
name as the angel of the Lord.

Ezechiel 43…a “man” with the appearance of bronze has been instructing
Ezekiel since chapter 40 on the measurements for a new temple. After the glory
of God (also identified as “the spirit”) comes into the temple though the east gate
in verse 4-5, the “man” speaks again in verse 7:

And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of
the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for
ever, and my holy name…….
Note that the “man” refers to his throne, his dwelling with the children of Israel,
and that his name is holy. This man is more than an angel. This is God coming
as a man. Verse 19 continues with the man describing the priests ministering to
him. By chapter 44, Ezekiel is calling him Lord:

44:1-2 Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary
which looks toward the east; and it [was] shut.
Then said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened,

and no man shall enter in by it; because the LORD, the God of Israel [ie. the
man], hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.

Daniel 3:23-25
And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound

into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, [and]

spoke, and said unto his counselors, Did not we cast three men bound into the
midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the
fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.
Note: the 4th “man” in the furnace was recognized as the “son of God” The
Hebrew says literally “son of Elohim.” A few verses later, in v 28, the king refers
to this same “son of Elohim” as an “angel.” This man is the angel of the Lord,
who is proving to be God coming as a man.

Daniel 10:5-6, 8-9, 16-17
Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in

linen, whose loins [were] girded with fine gold of Uphaz:
His body also [was] like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning,

and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in color to polished
brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude.
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Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no
strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I
retained no strength.

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but,
lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with
the kings of Persia.
And, behold, [one] like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I
opened my mouth, and spoke, and said unto him that stood before me, O my
lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon me, and I have retained no
strength.

For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me,
straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.

The appearance of this “man” is awesome, and powerful. He has the appearance
of brass, as in the man in Ezekiel 40. Daniel calls him one “like the sons of men”
in verse 16, and Lord in verse 17. The man has authority over Michael, a chief
prince (archangel), as a commander of an army would, in the battle against the
King of Persia (Satan). This man must be in charge of the army of God. Who only
has authority over an archangel but God? This man is God coming as man to
Daniel.

The “son of man” repeats that he must return to fight the prince of Persia, with
Michael’s help in verses 20-21. If this were another angel, he would not be
described as a “son of man.” This person is also called the “son of man” in verse
18. Who is the “son of man” who lives in heaven? This is Jesus in pre-incarnate
form.

Zechariah 1:7-17 Here the word of the Lord (Dabar Yahoveh) in v7, the angel in
v9, the man in the myrtle trees in v10, and the angel of the Lord (Malak Yahoveh)
in v10-12 all turn out to be the same person. He is called different names. The
Hebrew text here does not describe possession but a direct name. The literal
translation of the “word of the Lord” would have been Dabar shel Yahoveh, with
shel meaning “of” but this descriptive word is absent. The same is true for the
“angel of the Lord,” which would have been literally Malak shel Yahoveh, if that
were the literal translation, but the “shel” is missing. So it does not really
translate as “God’s angel.” The angel is not the property of the Lord, but is the
Lord Himself. Thus, Dabar Yahoveh and Malak Yahoveh is the name of
someone, not a description of something that belongs to God (Yahoveh). Text
given with more comments:

v7 Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which [is] the
month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet…
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***It is a worthy note that in the Book of John, Jesus is referred to as the
“Word of God:”

john 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.
john 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

These images in v 8 of Zechariah 1 are the same prophesied for the end times
in the new testament book of revelation.

v8 I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood
among the myrtle trees that [were] in the bottom; and behind him [were
there] red horses, speckled, and white.

v9 Then said I, O my lord, what [are] these? And the angel that talked with
me said unto me, I will show thee what these [be].

v10 And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said,
These [are they] whom the LORD hath sent to walk to and fro through the
earth.

v11 And they answered the angel of the LORD that stood among the myrtle
trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all
the earth sits still, and is at rest.

In the following verses, Malak Yahoveh intercedes with the Lord of Hosts for
Israel, asking for mercy. Notice he questions, or challenges, the decision of
God, something an ordinary angel would not do. Malak Yahoveh is not an
ordinary angel, and has the privilege of boldness before the throne of the Lord
of Hosts.( Yahoveh Tsaba’) Malak Yahoveh is God coming as a man.

v12 Then the angel of the LORD answered and said, O LORD of hosts, how
long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against
which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten years?

The Lord of hosts (Yahoveh Tsaba’) then replies to Malak Yahoveh:

v13 And the LORD answered the angel that talked with me [with] good words
[and] comfortable words.

v14 So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry you, saying,
Thus says the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a
great jealousy.
v15 And I am very sore displeased with the heathen [that are] at ease: for I

was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the affliction.
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v16 Therefore thus says the LORD; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies:
my house shall be built in it, says the LORD of hosts, and a line shall be
stretched forth upon Jerusalem.

v17 Cry yet, saying, Thus says the LORD of hosts; My cities through
prosperity shall yet be spread abroad; and the LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and
shall yet choose Jerusalem.

Zechariah chapter 2

In this chapter, there are 2 angels and an ordinary man (later identified as
Zerubabel in 4:10) with a measuring line in his hand. The man says nothing. The
first angel is the “angel who talked with me” throughout the first 5 chapters. The
second angel approaches the first angel, and either speaks for the Lord, or is the
Lord. The second angel is the Angel of the Lord, Malak Yahoveh.

Zech 2:4-5 And [the second angel] said unto him, Run, speak to this young
man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited [as] towns without walls for the
multitude of men and cattle therein:

For I, says the LORD, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be
the glory in the midst of her.

Ho, ho, [come forth], and flee from the land of the north, says the LORD: for
I have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heaven, says the LORD.

In the next verses, the second angel says the Lord of Hosts has sent him.
Notice also that the angel says he will come and dwell in the midst of Zion,
calling himself Lord. The reference “being sent to the nations” is a reference to
the speaker, which is the angel. The prophet only stayed with Israel, and did not
travel outside of Israel. So it is the angel of the Lord which is being sent to the
nations by the Lord of Hosts, and will dwell with man.

Zech 2:8 For thus says the LORD of hosts; After the glory, has he sent me unto
the nations which spoiled you: for he that touches you touches the apple of his
eye.
v 10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in
the midst of you, says the LORD.
v 11 And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be

my people: and I will dwell in the midst of you, and thou shall know that the
LORD of hosts has sent me unto thee.

Zechariah 3:1-2, 4-5

Joshua appears before the Angel of the Lord for judgment.
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And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the
LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.

And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the
LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: [is] not this a brand plucked out
of the fire?

And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying,
Thus says the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt

keep my charge, then thou shall also judge my house, and shall also keep my
courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by.

In the first two verses, it is apparent that the angel of the Lord and the Lord are
the same person. The angel of the Lord has the authority to judge Joshua, which
is only a divine privilege. In the remaining verses, Joshua is instructed by the
Lord of hosts, through the angel of the Lord, to keep His commandments. The
angel of the Lord has such authority that he can speak on behalf of the Lord of
Hosts, and stand in judgment over Joshua at the same time. This is the “man” in
Joshua 5.

Daniel 7:13-14

The Son of Man appears before the Ancient of Days. This occurs after the 4th
beast (anti-Christ) is revealed in the end times, and destroyed in verse 11. To
this Son of Man is given the kingdom and the glory.

v 13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought
him near before him.
v 14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all

people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] which
shall not be destroyed.

However, it says in Isaiah 42:8
I [am] the LORD: that [is] my name: and my glory will I not give to another,

neither my praise to graven images.

There must be something special about the Son of Man, since only God is
worthy of glory. He is not an ordinary man, but must have a divine nature,
since he is worthy of God’s glory.

Since the messiah, “the branch”, was to rule as God’s servant, and rule on
His throne in glory, the “Son of Man” and the messiah are the same person.
Daniel sees the Messiah then, already existing in heaven with the Father God,
and he is called the Son of Man. The Messiah is a “man” but has divine
qualities, and is seen living in heaven at the time of Daniel.
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…Zech 6:12-13 …Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose
name [is] The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall
build the temple of the LORD:

Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and
shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and
the counsel of peace shall be between them both.

It seems likely that the Angel of the Lord, Malak Yahoveh, the Son of Man, and
the Messiah are the same person. They all have God’ s authority and share in
his glory, which the scriptures say only is due to God Himself. Daniel has seen
this messiah as pre-existing in heaven, before there was any appearance on
earth.

Zech 13: 7
Here there is a single “Man” identified as a companion, fellow, relation, associate
of the Lord of Hosts who is to be the Shepherd that will be struck down and his
sheep scattered. Who is this man who has such a close relation to God, that is
shepherd for God’s sheep? Is this not the promised messiah? He is a companion
of the Lord of Hosts:

Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man [that is] my
fellow, says the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be
scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones.



20

Chapter 4

Discussion

I think what makes people disagree on this is the definition of words being used.
For one thing, there is only one God. ....what is in disagreement is what is meant
by the word “god”.....Also what did Jesus mean when he said he was the "son?"

Who Jesus referred to as the Father, is equivalent to the creator that Muslims
call god. But what Jesus was trying to say was that he had been in heaven with
the Father, in spirit form first, as a "spirit son." (this is my terminology) Then the
Father "sent" him. Jesus had to pre-exist in heaven, or he could not be sent if he
did not already exist.

We, as humans, are physical sons and daughters of God, but that is because we
are physical creation. This is a different relationship with God than Jesus, who
was spiritually bonded to the Father before creation. The fact that Jesus said he
was the son indicates that the Father had the pre-eminence and the authority,
just as a human father has authority over his own son. Mary was only a vessel
for his miracle human birth. I think Muslims agree on that too. What is in
disagreement is what Jesus meant when he said he was the "son of god."

Some people think this means a physical relationship between the Father and
Mary, which is not true. He just meant that he already existed with the Father in
heaven before he came here...Jesus also said:

John 8:58 “…. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.”

Jesus meant he existed in heaven with the Father before Abraham was born.

Jesus always said to go to the Father in prayer, but to use him as a reference.
This is because we are sinners, and do not have the worthiness to go before the
Father on our own. The Father is too holy to look at sinful people. So Jesus acts
as an intercessor for us. Jesus has the favor of the Father because he is holy.

Another example is that of a King. God is King. But a king can have a son, who is
the prince. The prince is not the king, but because he is the son of the king, he is
still royalty.

In the same way, God is king, and Jesus is the prince. And because god is
divine, Jesus can share in that divinity, because he is the son. Jesus is not trying
to take the Father's place. But the Father King expects the son (prince) to be
treated like royalty. So the Father God expects his spirit son to be treated like
divinity. This is because Jesus represents the Father on earth, like an
ambassador would represent the president or king. On earth, Jesus always
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honored his father, who is God. Jesus did not try to take his Father's place. When
we pray, we pray to the Father in the name of Jesus, giving honor to the son,
while acknowledging that the Father is God.

Jesus and the Father are one in substance, which is divine, just like you are one
in substance with your own father, which is human. In each case, the father is the
King, and the son is the prince.

When Jesus came the first time, he came as prince, and should have been
treated as royalty, since he represented the Father. Because of the sacrifice
Jesus made for us on earth, God will share his kingship with Jesus upon his
return. The father will continue his throne in heaven, but will allow Jesus to rule
on earth. The God the Father will be King in heaven, and Jesus will be king on
earth.

Jesus also said "the Father is greater than I" (John 14:28), which means he was
NOT equal to the Father. Jesus never said he was God (ie. the Father), but that
he was God's son who existed with his Father in heaven before he came to
earth. This statement contradicts the conventional view of the Trinity, which no
one can really explain anyhow, that Jesus, the Father, and the Holy Spirit are
“equal.”

The Father God is greater, and the son and the spirit represent his power on
earth. How the Father God decided to manage and organize heaven was his
decision. Because Jesus is the son, the Father God shares his divine qualities
with his son, to enable him to do his will, just as a king shares his royalty with the
prince. The prince is not the king, but he is still royal. So Jesus is not the Father
God , but he is still has a divine nature.

Micah 5:2 predicts the messiah who would be born in Bethlehem.....who would
be "from everlasting" indicating an eternal nature to the messiah.....he would also
be called the "prince of peace", not the King of peace...

Since the Father God identifies himself as king through scripture, the prince title
in Micah 5 gives a hint that there is a special relationship between God, the King,
and the messiah, the prince. And that relationship is one of Father and son.

In Isaiah 62: 11, it says:
Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the
daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation comes; behold, his reward [is] with him,
and his work before him.

Salvation is a person, a man, because “his” reward is with “him.” The word in
Hebrew for salvation is Yeshua, a masculine noun, which is the Hebrew name of
Jesus.
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So, it is seen that the Angel of the Lord is the salvation that we had been waiting
for, and He is both Lord and man. And his name is Yeshua (Jesus).
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