
1

Fallen
Angels

Marianne
Tioran



2

Author’s Note

Eons ago, many angels fell from heaven due to rebellion, and brought
spiritual darkness to the earth. But this is about a different kind of
“fallen angel”: the modern believer in Christ. For centuries, those that
have earnestly turned to God for salvation, also seem to find themselves
“lost” as well. How did this happen?

I pray that all God’s lost children find their way back home again.
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Chapter 1

Why do angels fall?

Right now, the liberals and conservatives in America, and the world in general, are
in complete disagreement over everything. Several faith based and moral issues divide
them. One sees many comments going back and forth about who is right. I am a
believer and a conservative, but have worked with liberal, non-believers for over 30
years. I have taken many emotional and verbal beatings related to spiritual issues, and
have had a lot of anger hurled at me, over feelings that had to come from somewhere.
This was anger that preceded their acquaintance of me, and only seemed to be calmed
when I told them I loved them. What was wrong? Was I being persecuted for my faith?
It felt like it, and at times this was true, for sure. But, on the spiritual or psychological
level, what was really being communicated to me? In the labeling of any human
behavior, we have to remember that any person starts out innocent, and then takes in
impressions over a lifetime. How did these impressions develop? What was the
message? What went wrong?

America was based on a faith in God, but something has changed in our value
system. We now depend on the government, or just ourselves, to be our provider, not
God. What happened to make people feel less trust in God, and His church, and more
trust in the government, or “self”? The thoughts presented are not to put all liberals in
one category, just like one would not put all conservatives under one explanation either.
There truly are evil people in this world who carry different labels, liberal, conservative,
or no label at all. There are others who have been raised in a particular environment
which teaches one way of thinking, and so the person is a product of that environment.
This focus is on those who seemed to have started with God in their lives, and somehow
got hurt or disappointed, and turned away. We now see more and more atheistic and
agnostic activity in this nation, by people who call themselves liberals, but if we were to
go back fifty or one hundred years, we would not have seen this behavior and thinking
from any political group. What happened? Why is there a loss of faith?

In the Bible, the people of God are commanded to be the salt of the earth, and the
light of the world. As the church has grown, it has done much to fulfill this
commandment. The simplistic, but profound, truths of God have covered the earth, and
inspired millions over the centuries. But there have been times also, including the time
we have today, and in our recent past, where the truth of God has been compromised.
When this has happened, the people of God fail in their mission, and leave those in
darkness, or those who are seeking God, bitterly disappointed. So, instead of sowing the
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word of God, and righteousness, false teachings appealing to the flesh, not the spirit, are
sown. This false doctrine and hypocritical behavior have destroyed the very witness we
were to present. We have failed God, and left people crying out for something to fill the
need in their lives. The government and the “self” are not equipped to handle the
vastness of people’s spiritual, and even physical, needs, especially during times of great
trial or tragedy. Abilities, to be of help, are limited to the human dimension. Only God
can handle the tremendous afflictions of the human soul, and the need for the impossible
in the everyday life.

Why are people condemned and criticized, instead of loved? Why is burning in
hell taught, but not the love of God? Or, why is no hell taught at all, and our children
allowed to become permissive? Why are people taught how to get rich off God, rather
that sharing what they have with others? Why are divorced, single moms treated as
women of lesser value in the church? Why are widows, orphans, and the poor being
asked to pay tithes, and support the pastor? Why don’t the sick and the broken hearted
get healed? Why are church buildings a bigger part of the budget than feeding the poor?
Why are elders in the church sometimes the most rich and arrogant, instead of the most
humble? Why are some problems in the church blamed on the sheep, when it is really
bad leadership? Why is it so hard to get anyone to listen and help, after services, when
someone needs someone to talk to? When one calls the church for help, why doesn’t
anyone have time to care? Where is the compassion and the caring? Where is the love
and forgiveness? Many churches are not like this, but why does it happen at all, when it
does?

I feel that many people shake their fist at God because they have been hurt at a
church somewhere. When people seem to come out and attack, many times they are
crying out that they have been hurt, and now have refused to believe there is anything
good to believe in. They then turn to government, or their unbelieving friends, to meet
their needs, or just turn inward to themselves. Even worse, some have turned to godless
ways, or to Satan himself, because they feel so lost, and forgotten, and unloved. They
are lost, because the church lost them, or because the church never bothered to look for
them. There is anger that they have spoken out against the harm they have experienced,
and no one cared to listen and respond. They were left to suffer alone, and became
numb in the process. Now they feel nothing, unless it is frustration or pain. There are
others who have been taught wrongly by the church, and continue to experience
disappointments, because what was taught sounded good, but is not working. The
ignored, criticized, exploited, hurt, the outcast, and the falsely taught are all victims of
the church. They have a right to shake their fists. And God is watching all this, and will
hold the church responsible, especially the leaders.
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I recently asked a group of atheists and agnostics to explain how they came to their
set of beliefs. Here is the question posed, and here are some of the answers given:

Question:

What is the reason for your current views about God?

a. that is the way you were taught- that is the way you have always believed.

b. you used to believe a different way, but you observed something on TV or
elsewhere, and changed your mind

c. you used to believe differently, but you had bad personal experiences which made
you turn away from believing to the way you believe now.

d-other reason

if it was c or d, what happened?

Answers:

Answer # 1 I figured out that EWTN and Nickelodeon were primarily fictional at about
the same time. Praying didn't seem to work, and there was no kingdom of heaven above
the clouds when I went for my first plane ride. No Care Bears either, much to my
disappointment. I also remembered thinking that the idea of hell seemed a little bit
mean; did anybody really deserve eternal punishment? God must be a big meanie, I
thought. Or maybe he doesn't exist and the stuff on EWTN is made up?

My grandmother brought me to church a few times, and the priest said some nice things
about not hurting each other but I already knew that stuff. Besides, Star Wars and Greek
mythology was cooler make-believe.

As a teen, I started to develop religion again. My parents were supportive, so they got
me several different editions of the Bible as part of my Christmas gifts. I started to read
it, and became an atheist again.

I tried again after I went off to college. I set out to find proof that God existed, and
staged debates on other websites. I did not lose, and observed denial symptoms in all the
people I beat in debate. A creationist with a Ph.D. in biology tried to convert me. He had
a nervous breakdown when I defeated every proof he could think of and made him look
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stupid before this random 18 year old. I felt sorry, and have avoided that sort of debate
since then.

I still search and I still debate, but its winding down and I do it less and less. You need a
"made an effort" category on that survey of yours.

Answer # 2 d. The more I thought about it, the less faith I had. This happened over
maybe 10 years.

Answer # 3 I was brought up a Christian but then I started thinking for myself and
questioning established opinions.

Answer # 4 I had it forced onto me and never felt good about it-then I was lucky
enough to be educated in a well rounded way (no people lived with dinosaurs and that
crap) to be able to discern that I didn't want to believe in magical thinking

Answer # 5 "a", kinda... I was raised who I am, religion and gods were not a part of
our life and were (are) not thought of as real. I was raised Christian. I never really
bought it. I figured out that I didn't believe about ten years old. I became comfortable
with it after watching Carl Sagan on Cosmos a few years later.

Answer # 6 d. Used to be Christian, but I gradually drifted away, until I became an
agnostic when I was twelve. I found Buddhism at 14...

Answer # 7 well i'm agnostic and the reason why was because i had some bad personal
experiences with the churches and i saw way too many things that i didn't like such as
hypocrisy and intolerance and judgement being passed around and rudeness and it was
all about the money plus it just seemed outrageous that the god of christianity is that
cruel i feel that if there is a god that this individual higher power wouldn't care about
religion as much as he would care about people doing the right thing by each other
anyway there was always a part of me who found it unknowable about whether or not
god exists or doesn't exist besides i was both catholic and protestant christian and i
studied islam and read the qu'ran 3 times and the bible and whatnot and these religions
just don't feel right to me at

Answer # 8 This is not meant as an insult it is just the truth, I left christianity as a result
of my college education.

Answer # 9 by the time people started trying to teach me, i had already made up my
mind. i never for a moment, in my entire life, believed that gods were real. my parents
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did trick me with the santa claus tale for a while. i probably had stopped believing that
by the time i was 3 or 4 years old.

Answer # 10 I saw what Chri$tians act like

Answer # 11 d - I was a christian for the majority of my life, but I couldn't settle for
god-did-it for the important questions, so I took the time to study and find real answers.
Now I am an atheist.

Answer # 12 D. As I learned to think for myself and developed my critical thinking
skills, I drifted away from magical thinking and supernatural answers. I'm a lot better
now.

Answer # 13 I would say B. The thing I observed was indeed on the TV. It was a
movie about the life of Gandhi. I watched it, and I, of course, found that Gandhi was a
wonderful person, but I realized that, by the Christian belief I had then, Gandhi was
suffering in hell as I watched the movie. I decided that it was wrong and, from that point
on, I was an Agnostic. Agnostic, btw, because I believe no one can be 100% certain.

Answer # 14 the more education that i received, the less that i believed in god. history,
biology, anthropology, political science.... they all helped me to question god. the more i
questioned god, the more that i realized that religion did not "fit" for me.

Answer # 15 c- too many people asked me real questions about what is true, what
made sense and how the bible contradicted itself, let alone the current Christians
contradicted their faith.

current view - a non - believer in a deity but a believer in my self and others...very
humanist...but yet loving of self/others and wanting this place to be a better one, but
need action and plans to do it, without religion dividing us

Answer # 16 d. I remember asking my parents whether they believed in god and they
said they did, but they never went to church or read the bible or forced their weak
beliefs on me. Even as a child, I never took it seriously. I could read always read most
religious people and saw the true motive for religion at an early age. I've never prayed in
my entire life. I would annoy the other kids in class during scripture by arguing with the
teacher. She would usually get angry and finish lamely by saying, "Because that's the
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way God wanted!" I would sit back with a smug look on my face and I could tell she
hated me for it.

Answer # 17 D. because it seemed like a waste of time and money to me. (no offence)
and i agree with lucky day.
the more i thought about it, the less appealing.

Answer # 18 This a well thought out question. I finally came to the conclusion that for
me it was a combination of b, c, and d. I was raised in the church and school of a major
religion. During this time I began wondering why there are so many religions which are
intolerant of one another? Later in life, I experienced a death in my family of a seven
month old baby. That began a search for reason. As I aged and began a quest for
knowledge, answers seemed to come from science. I returned to church for a short time
(a different faith) to accommodate the wishes of another person. I continued to find
hypocrisy of action from some of the congregation. To this day I withhold the fact I am
a non-believer. People seem to think it entirely acceptable to lecture their beliefs in
religion and I should silently accept them. If I mentioned my lack of belief it becomes
quite disconcerting to them, to the point they seem to feel I am attacking them
personally. I have never and will never argue religion. People's beliefs are their own and
deserving of respect. I seek the same.

End of Answers

If one thoughtfully reviews each complaint, one does not see rejection of
Christianity due to a pre-existing hatred, but because of a failure to provide reasonable
doctrine, in an intelligent way, that makes sense, and we see experiences with Bible-
ignorant, hypocritical, or money oriented, believers who are poor witnesses, and who, at
times, mistreat people. These were people who had made an effort, and the church
experience seemed to fail them. These are my “fallen angels.”

Some ministries have been opened scrutinized by the liberal press, and portrayed in
a severe fashion as having problems. Websites are full of bitter complaints, cynicism,
and even animosity about God, and the church. Is this unfair completely, or is there a
hint of reason in the statements above? When complaints occur, is it proper for
Christians to just claim they are being persecuted, without resolving the problems that
originated the complaints? Or, is there a divine plan behind all this to expose error, and
call His people back to repentance. Every time there is a successful attack, it means
God's protection is not there. The attack is not to hurt the church, but to purify it, and
transform it into his bride. Will the church respond like it should? Will it be the witness
it was intended by God to be? Will it ever get its fallen angels back?
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Chapter 2

The cycle of sin and deliverance

The biblical portrayal of God’s people in scriptures, especially in the Book of
Judges, is truly amazing. In one chapter after another, the people sin in a terrible way,
then God sends in their enemies to punish them, which results in the people crying out
to God in misery, and repentance. This is followed by God finally having mercy on
them, because they are so pathetic, and He delivers them from their enemies. Once the
deliverance is complete, God turns around and punishes the enemies for being so mean.
Then, in the next chapter or so, this cycle starts all over again, not just with any sin, but
the same one that got God’s people in trouble to begin with.

This goes on for hundreds of pages, and thousands of years. The people look
incredibly stupid and hopeless, and one wonders why God doesn’t just forget them, and
find another group of people to work with. The sad truth is, however, that this picture
represents all of us. The Jews are just a prototype of all God’s people. The Lord
definitely displays His patience with mankind, in this endless cycle of sin, deliverance,
and redemption. Man is imperfect, and falls in his walk with God constantly, bringing
problems upon himself. This behavior displays a continual need to repent, and cry out to
God for deliverance and help. Man cannot save himself, because he is his own worst
enemy. And man cannot depend on others to help, because they cannot even help
themselves, without making mistakes.

The history of the church is no different than the history of the Jews, portrayed in
scriptures. The same cycles exist, and the same need for a God that forgives, delivers,
and redeems. The church has had dark periods, and times of refreshing. It has been
glorious. It has been sinful and rebellious. It has been attacked, and almost destroyed by
enemies of God. It has humbled itself, and repented. And thankfully, God has always
been there to forgive. This will continue until Jesus returns. The question is now,
where are we in this cycle? Has the church, as a whole, strayed once again, where
enemies are allowed to come in, and bring God’s judgment against it? If so, will the
people of God be honest enough once again to repent, and correct errors? Due to the
obvious pattern of God’s grace bestowed upon us in love, I feel the answer is “yes.”
What will it take this time to bring this about? More attacks on values and freedoms?
The continued rise of degenerate behavior? Another terrorist attack? A major scandal of
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some sort? God protects His people from attacks when they are righteous, but removes
his protection when there is sin in the camp. For the sins of a few, sometimes, the entire
group is punished, because we are responsible for each other’s spiritual and physical
welfare. We are meant to be one body, and when one part sins, the entire body can feel
the effects. So when judgment comes, it comes to all of us. We are instructed to be each
other’s keeper.

Hiding, concealing, or making excuses for errors being committed now will only
intensify the attacks once they come. There is something wrong when outsiders curse,
and see as evil, what is good, unless the group has unaddressed issues which need to be
corrected. What appears to be successful attacks by outsiders should be welcomed as
opportunities for self-examination. Our own worst enemy is within us, and if we meet
him there, and defeat him, anyone from the outside cannot harm us. The attacks would
not be successful, unless God’s protection was removed. But the church should not
depend on outsiders to point out problems, but make corrections from within. The
church must remember that its primary mission is not self-defense, or self-preservation,
but to be a light to the world, and a witness to the love and forgiveness of God. If we do
this, then God will defend us, and preserve us. He is our shield and our redeemer. Praise
God that it is this way. The yoke of protection is His, not ours. I hope that any errors in
the church are healed quickly, and that the God’s people can return to the glory and
victory that God intended it to have. We are in the end times, and we see an increase of
evil in the earth, as prophesied. But we do not need to be part of it. We need to be part
of the answer to a suffering world. We’re to preach the kingdom of God, and set the
captives free. We should not be captive to anything.

What does the world see now when it looks at the church? Some observations will
be given for self –examination and correction. This is not to imply that the entire
church is wrong, or that all churches have problems. Self-examination is a healthy,
responsible activity. We either respond with a humble heart, or face judgment once
again.
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Chapter 3

The Purpose of Biblical Tithing and Some Modern day
Traditions

In the bible, tithing, offerings, and the temple tax is mentioned. But, many, not all,
churches teach it today in a way that is non-biblical. The temple tax was what was used
to support the temple. The tithes was not used to support the temple, but used for the
poor and the levite tribe. It was a set amount, like a shekel per person, about 25 cents
each. With several million people giving a shekel, this was adequate. Today it is about
$800-$1000 a year in America. In other countries, it may be less, and according to the
economy.

Today, the tithe is used instead of the temple tax. Originally, only the men came 3
times a year to bring an offering…not the women or children…..especially not single
mothers, widows, cripples, sick people, or poor people. When tithing was done, only
landowners did it, because the tithe came from their harvest of land that was completely
paid for. In the beginning, this was very possible, because God had given the land to the
people through conquest. No one had a mortgage to pay off. People, like servants, who
did not own property did not tithe. The high priest only got 1/50. When the tithe was
brought in sabbatical years 3 and 6, as well as offerings, the giver ate the 10% tithe
before the Lord (ma’aser sni). This was a time of fellowship with God, like having an
intimate dinner with the Lord. In years 1,2, 4 and 5, a second 10% tithe was given to the
poor (ma'aser sheini). The tithe was not used to support the priest’s salary, or buy him a
car, or build him a house. In fact, the priest was not allowed to own any property. In the
7th year, there was no harvest, so there were no tithes paid.

Today, pastors use the tithe to pay themselves, buy a house and a car, build
additions on to the church, and pay administrative costs. The poor usually get close to
nothing, and “eating the tithe (saving some money for groceries)” is considered robbing
God, even it is years 3 and 6. Support for the poor come from separate offerings, when
and if they occur. This is because the tithe belongs to God, not the giver, according to
the church view. This is not what scripture says. Every church violates God’s
commands when it requires tithes in the 7th year. Scripture says the purpose of the tithe
is for the giver to eat it (actually physically benefiting from it), and do so before the
Lord, sharing with others who have need (also giving to the poor).
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Today, the giver is denied any benefit from the tithe, thus denying him his
fellowship dinner with the Lord. Instead, it is removed from him under a message of
guilt and obligation, and the pastor and elders pull a salary from his gift. The tithe
belongs to God, but God does not get it. In the bible, the new testament pastors and
elders did not get paid. The Bible said they all worked for a living, and anyone who did
not work, did not eat. No one, especially the leaders, expected others to work while they
sat around, and waited for a free handout. All the believers studied, and shared, the
scriptures, not just the pastors. And all the believers were ministers to others. No one
had a paid position. This is an artificial system created by so called leaders who did not
want to work for a living.

We are told that we must support the pastor with our tithes, which is confused with
the temple tax. Since the tithe brings in more money that the temple tax, the tithes are
required instead.. But the modern church is not based on the levitical priesthood system,
where there was an entire tribe to support with offerings. Only the high priest got 1/50
of the net, not gross, profit from the harvest. Today the high priest is only Jesus
Himself. The tithe was for the poor, and the 10% was distributed to the poor and the
levites. The tribe shared the 10% when it was available. There were initially 7500
Gershonites, 8600 Kohathites, 6200 Mahlites, and 22,000 Levites that served in the
temple (44,300 levites total). So each levite only received 0.00023 %, not 10%. No
levite ever kept the entire 10% for himself.

The modern church has typically only a single pastor, and maybe an assistant pastor.
So why would one pastor receive the same volume of benefits as all these levites? If
modern pastors wish to be biblically correct, they need to pay back salary overpayments
if they have received 10% from each person, because they have been overpaid by
44,300 times. The early apostles did not take a salary. They all worked for a living, and
everyone shared what they had, in a fashion similar to a commune, or the modern day
kibbutz. Peter would tell people he prayed for that “silver and gold I have none,”
indicating he did not have any constant flow of cash coming into his purse. St Paul did
not take a salary either, because he did not want to be indebted to anyone. He worked
for a living as a tent maker. Early followers did not pay tithes to the apostles, because
the tithe was for the poor, not the leadership, but gave occasional free will offerings
when there was a need. Even modern day Jewish teachings indicate that the tithe is not
for the synagogue, but for the poor. Modern pastors need to get a personal source of
income, and stop twisting the old testament to get this money which does not belong to
them. When God said the tithe belonged to Him in Malachi 3:10, he was talking to the
priests, not the sheep, who kept the money for themselves. That is what is happening
now in the church.
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To make it worse, instead of just demanding tithes from the men who own their
property, and have a harvest, the church now shamelessly demands tithes out of
widows, students, single moms, low income families, and sick people on disability.
Instead of feeding the poor, the church is taxing the poor. If one is not a tithe giver in
the church, then they cannot have membership. If one then is not a member, then they
deserve no benefits from the church, especially financial help, which is the main need of
the poor. People who are still trying to buy their first property, and are in debt, are
required to give, even though this is against scripture. Some ministers actually have the
nerve to tell people who do not have any money (the poor), to put large donations on
their credit cards, go into debt, and just believe that God will bring money to them, so
they can pay the credit card bill.

People are threatened with the curses of God if they do not tithe. Even the
unbelievers can see this is wrong, and they call this “fleecing the flock.” (So why are the
believers so blind?) In the Bible, God wanted 10% of what the property owner had
produced on his land as a profit, not 10% before expenses. In the church today,
members are required to give 10% of their gross, before expenses, not their “profit”
after expenses. In the bible days, there were no federal taxes, state taxes, social security
deductions, parking fees, gasoline expenses, auto insurance, electricity bills, property
taxes, IRS, and babysitting fees. All there was - was the temple tax of one shekel (25
cents). Some churches have no mercy on people who actually work for a living, and
demand 10% of the gross. This is really sick. The average church does not preach the
gospel to the unsaved. The average church supports its own “me first” programs.
Church programs may be fine in concept (many help to equip the saints for ministry),
but the meaning of the offerings and tithes is lost in a new social hall, and a pay raise for
the pastor, who will not work for a living, as the bible requires. The bible never told
any pastor to quit working, and hang around full time as a pastor. What do these pastors
do all week? Are they reaching the lost as they claim? Do they even know anyone who
is lost? Are they teaching new converts, or the same people every week, who should
already know the Bible?

The sheep need to get smart. They are ministers too. The church was originally
intended to make all believers leaders in advancing the gospel. But over time, there was
has been a hierarchy established, where only a few are allowed to be qualified as
shepherds, and the rest are just sheep forever. Pastors are only for the newly saved,
because once they are taught, they should be out helping others, bringing new converts
into the church. In the Bible, the pastors were only for the untaught gentiles. The
believing Jews did not need pastors, since they already knew the scriptures. It is a
modern day disgrace that pastors have convinced members that they are to remain
forever in the church, once they are taught, and just stay to pay tithes to support the
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pastor’s salary. This is passivity. After 20-30 years, these members should be doing
more than sitting there. They should know the Bible also after all this time, and should
be teaching others. They also should be out preaching the gospel to the unsaved. They
do not “need” their pastor anymore, because they are no longer newly saved, and in
need of teaching. They have been equipped, and so it is time to leave, and demonstrate
leadership, and help others. They are to be in fellowship with each other, and on equal
standing with the pastor who helped them get started.

If the sheep just realized the power they had, they would get loose from this
bondage, and turn the world upside down in a radical and wonderful way for God. I
hope and pray they get the point soon.
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Chapter 4

The God of the Harvest

When God brought His chosen people into the promised land of Canaan, He had
told them to completely defeat, and destroy the Canaanites. If they would trust Him, He
would provide complete victory. But the people did not completely put their trust in
God, and achieved only incomplete victory instead. God knew that the Canaanites had
the lure of false gods, which appeal to the degenerate, fleshly side of man, which could
entrap them, and lure them away from spiritual purity. The ancient people of Israel
seemed to have a continual problem with Baal, a false god worshipped by the pagan
Canaanites. Baal was the god of prosperity, fertility, and a fruitful harvest. People
would even sacrifice their children to it.

One can see the intense temptation that riches and prosperity brings in any culture,
or society. Even today, politics has become a ruthless game of appealing to people’s
sense of greed, making promises of a better economy, more free grants of many sorts, to
appeal to special interest groups. Promises of money always targets the poor, and those
who have much to loose, to get their votes. Government has done much to encourage
dependency, so as to keep the constituency on their side. Self-reliance is not
encouraged like it used to be. Money is the hook that gets everyone, both secular and
religious. We no longer live in a simple society. The lack of money proves to be
crushing and devastating, and the relief of having it gets many to compromise what they
think is best and moral. Financial hardship is a modern day reality. Many have to work
by the sweat of their brow for meager wages, and the weariness of a hard life makes the
masses cry out for relief, and a degree of comfort that is greater than what they can
provide for themselves. Many put retirement off to their 70’s, so they can pay bills.
People work hard, and have little rest. Many die, and do not know what it is like to
have what they need, in a state of rest. Most people do not know what a debt free life is.
Whatever money we have saved, is required in taxes once a year, by the same state and
federal governments that had promised us financial freedom to begin with.

Within our own modern context, we can see how the lure of Baal seemed to offer
the promise of comfort to an ancient people, after a long period of slavery in the hostile
land of Egypt. God promised to provide for them, but they either did not have the faith
to completely believe this, or they compromised because their life was hard, and more
work was weariness to them. The cult of Baal caused nothing but destruction in the
lives of both the pagans and the Israelites. For fear of lack, they were willing to
sacrifice their own children to some evil force, and suffer for their lack of faith in the
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true provider, their Creator. Baal was the god of war and death, not the god of life. Yet,
they believed Baal worship would bring prosperity. They were farmers, and Baal was
the sun god, the farm god, the god who brought the rain for their crops. He was the god
of the harvest.

The early prophets like Hosea would bring warnings to abandon this Baal worship.
The true God Jehovah was their provider, but mixing their affections caused them to
confuse their real blessings as coming from Baal rather than Jehovah. (Hosea 2:5) They
would then think that their prosperity came from Baal (Hosea 2:8). They persisted in
their pursuit of Baal worship to the point that they did not know the difference anymore
between Jehovah and Baal. They had convinced themselves that Baal was somehow
Jehovah, and when they worshiped Baal, that they were really worshiping Jehovah.
(Hosea 2:16-17). This was self imposed confusion.

Many people even today follow the ideology that they must work hard, and pursue
their own careers to provide for their families. They begin to place more and more
emphasis on their work, and how much they are making, rather than the support of their
family, which was the original motive. They sacrifice their families, eventually, to
pursue their careers, and more, and more, money is needed before they feel happy,
comfortable, and satisfied. They even abort their babies, so they secure prosperity, and
not have lack in their lives. What they have done is fallen into the ancient practice of
Baal worship. They have given their own lives and families over to the ancient god of
prosperity, the god of the harvest. Except now, he goes by many different names. It is a
sobering thought that the ancient cultures, who depended on Baal, and other idols, to
provide for them, do not exist anymore. But Baal still exists.

The history of God’s people falling into this sort of idolatry is a sad one. Jehovah
would allow their enemies to come in, defeat, and enslave them once again, as a
punishment. Over, and over, this happened. There is something in human nature that
does not want to trust in just one thing or person. Human nature tends to pull in
“security” from as many sources as possible. One cannot have too much protection over
one’s money. We surround ourselves with various options, so that in case one option
fails, we have more to back us up. Maybe it is because we subconsciously understand
our own unreliable and failed natures, and see this in others as well. We need many
advisors, in case someone is wrong, or we are wrong. As fallible humans, we are
insecure. We gather “secure” things around us, like a scared child surrounds itself with
stuffed animals, when it is afraid of the dark. Jehovah cannot be trusted completely,
people think, because He is only one source of prosperity. He is not enough for us.
Suppose He fails us? So we surround ourselves with our own merits and works, multiple
bank accounts, investments, friends who have something to offer, family members,
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other groups, multiple church and support groups, the government – all just in case
Jehovah does not come through for us. Unbelief and doubt is part of a fallen human
nature. Faith is not bondage to just one source of help. It is the door to unlimited
provision from a loving God. Jehovah is the only God, and the only real harvest comes
from Him.

Human nature has not changed since the Bible days. In the modern church, and in
the secular world, people still have the same issues they did 4000 years ago. Without a
strong faith in God, and a good understanding of what the scriptures really say about
God’s prosperity, people will continue to be victims. This is one reason why Jesus
came, to provide an accurate interpretation of the word of God. He also left us with a
warning not to trust human nature, and follow false doctrines of men. God provides for
us, because we belong to Him, and he loves us, not because we pay Him. If we obey
Him, and keep His commandments, we will protect us and provide for us. By the way,
Jesus did not, as some preachers claim, come so that we would be rich financially. That
was not the “good news.” If it were, then all the poor would have become rich when
Jesus was here, but that did not happen. The good news was that God would provide for
them, and redeem them from their troubles. The bad news now, if people are suffering
in the church financially, it might because the leadership has their money.

This expectation of provision has been perverted in the church by false teachers.
Jesus taught us to do as he did, to preach the word of God and bring sinners to salvation.
He used the parable of the “sowing of the seed” to represent sowing the word of God,
and preaching the kingdom of God. The harvest was salvation of souls. If we would do
this, Jesus would assure our physical and spiritual welfare. But today, preachers of
prosperity say we have to “sow a seed (money)” to get any “harvest (more money)”
from God. We are basically paying God to take care of us. Many make it even worse,
by promising miracles and huge multiples (30, 60 100 times) of the original money
invested. There is a scripture about these numbers, but that is not what this means.
Churches have become financial investment corporations. If you do not invest your
money, you will not receive any dividend from God. If you are poor, it is because you
are cursed for not giving enough money to God (ie, the preacher). This is not what
Jesus taught, and these men are heretics. They threaten the believers into giving when
they really should not, and deceive them by giving stories where someone gave $50, and
suddenly got $5000 in the mail. However, they do not tell you that the person continued
to give $50 and never got anything else. I have one young friend who was lured into
giving $10,000, being persuaded with false testimony, that if she put this on her credit
card, that she would receive several million dollars before a certain date. I personally
have given much in offerings, and have lost a lot financially, which was never
recovered.
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The logic preachers use is that preachers are men of God, so if you give your
money to them, it is the same as giving to God. There was no “harvest” for my young
friend, and she went into bankruptcy. It is years later, and she is still suffering for the
“gift” she was deceived into giving to the preacher. The preacher is doing very well.
When Jesus said he brought good news to the poor, he did not mean they were going to
be rich, if they gave Him their money. Jesus never collected tithes from anyone, and
never required the poor to give him money for miracles. Jesus accepted free will
offerings, and gave back more than he received, but he never required an offering for
anything he did. It is always fine to give an offering to anyone or any cause, but one
should not do it because they fear a lack of prosperity in their life if they don’t.

There is one preacher on TV I absolutely detest. He twists and perverts every
scripture, so that it translates into money, and he threatens people with poverty if they
do not give large donations. He promises miracles for money, accuses people of being
in sin if they do not get the miracle, and cavorts around the stage in melodramatic
presentations of ego. His days are numbered, as well as anyone who employs him to
raise money, and anyone who practices this kind of fraud and extortion. People like him
are wolves in sheep’s clothing. Preachers like this prey on the less educated believers,
who open themselves to fraud, by not going to the Bible to see what it really teaches.
There are millions of people who are turned off by “god” because of this kind of fraud.
This is all Baal (prosperity) worship. If anyone falls prey to it, it is their own fault, for
relying on someone else to do their thinking for them, and not going to the Bible to see
what it really says. And their own subconscious greed, and need for easy money makes
them fall, so they should repent. Many people are just fools, and have become fallen
angels.

Christian leaders should set a good example. Many do, and many do not. Until
they all do, the church will have problems. Large ministries have large operating costs,
but these should only be paid for by free will offerings, not because God “spoke” to the
preacher to tell them to give money, or be cursed. There are some wonderful charities
out there which are honest, and will suffer loss of support, because of negative
ministries. Also there are some preachers who need to learn the difference between God
blessing them, and them, helping themselves to God’s money. The membership should
develop some discretion as well. If a man says he has heard from God, and God says to
give $2007, because it is the year 2007, be suspicious. God has more imagination than
that. He does not need gimmicks to bless people. The earth is the Lord’s, and the
fullness thereof. The Lord is a God of compassion, and great mercy. All we have to do
is call upon Him in faith, if we need help. Pastors and preachers need also to scrutinize
who they associate with. Just because another preacher appears to prosper, does not
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mean it is for the right reason. They do not need to accept the false ways, or adopt the
false teachings to pay their own bills. If they allow themselves to be influenced by these
false teachers, then they will eventually suffer, and be subjected to public criticism.
Good pastors should not give into the pressure of “easy prosperity” sermons that bring
in fast money, just because they have a temporary financial need. I have seen good
ministers fall victim to the “seed time and harvest” doctrine used by others, which
brings in quick funds to pay bills. The only ones who profit are the preachers, and this
is only temporary. Testimonies of God bringing a blessing, used by prosperity
preachers, do not have to do with the offering. The blessing comes anyhow, because
God loves us, and wants to bless us. If the “sow a seed, get a harvest” concept really
was true, we would receive money every time we gave money. And that just does not
happen. This prosperity teaching is a distortion of what Jesus taught, and it is carnal in
nature, and has no spiritual merit. Jesus did not come to earth, and die, so that greedy,
or lazy people, could get rich by giving donations. He came to sow truth, sacrificing
Himself, to reap a harvest of souls for the kingdom of God, by offering atonement and
forgiveness for our sins.
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Chapter 5

Actors on Stage

There are times when I want to turn off the TV. There are some preachers on TV
who do not belong on any stage, or in positions of leadership. They may feel free to act
a certain way, because they are surrounded by supporters, but I have to go to work the
next day, and face the criticism of unbelievers. I have to explain, somehow, that low
levels of intelligence, displayed in public by preachers, does not represent my own IQ.
There are many idiots on stage. Many come across as highly uneducated, they cannot
even pronounce their words, they rant and rave, growl at people, and carry on, thinking
that jumping around the stage like rabbits, and yelling at the top of their lungs, makes
them appear powerful and anointed. I have news for them. They are just noisy. They
are not powerful. They are just fools.

I can think of both men and women who are so consumed with their own presence,
that they are just there to hear their own voices, so they drown out everything else. They
come across as freaks and showoffs, and they do not inspire the unbelievers. If they
want to act like that, then they should turn off the camera. Jesus never acted that way,
and he expects his followers to behave with proper authority, and dignity. Acting crazy
is not evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Acting crazy is evidence that
someone is in the flesh, not the spirit, and just wants attention. People faking the
presence of God, is repulsive and unconvincing, and inspires mockery.

To make it worse, some do not even understand or properly interpret the Bible. Or
they only understand the very basics, and nothing else, so they are boring. The Word of
God should be studied for all its levels of meanings and messages, to find new and
inspiring thoughts to share with others. The Word of God is the Bread of Life. It should
be fresh and offer spiritual life. If there is no freshly inspired message, the people only
receive “stale bread.” How are we to inspire others to come to God and his goodness, if
we bore them?

Another category includes the false teachers and false prophets. How can anyone
believe them? Even the secular audience can spot a scam artist. Why can’t the
believers? Are believers so hungry for a “word” from God that they will believe
anything? Are believers so lazy that they will not look up, and study, what they have
been taught, to see if it is even true? These self appointed teachers and prophets
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misquote the bible, apply false interpretations, and make false claims. Sometimes, they
threaten the audience with the curse of God, unless they are taken seriously. The Bible
predicts that in the last days, even the very elect will be deceived by these people, and
even join them. One false minister, that comes to mind, loves to present himself as a
Jewish scholar, and twists Jewish customs and feast days around to make every biblical
event a promise of money. For example, this man claims that God commanded every
person to bring a “Yom Kippur offering,” so that they would receive miracles and
provision for the following year. This man has no idea that Yom Kippur is a day of
fasting, repentance, and prayer for the Jewish people, and the Jews would never handle
money on Yom Kippur. To him, as long as you bring a money offering on Yom
Kippur, you have fulfilled your obligation to God. A traditional Jew would not even
recognize his own religion listening to him.

Because of so many bitter complaints that I hear, mean people, gossips, and
hypocrites also need to be mentioned. In front of an audience they appear righteous, and
they sound good when they talk. They are fancy, smooth talkers. But these people can
do some serious damage, and create lifelong problems for other people. Many times,
they are in authority positions, and the criticism they spew out is poison. These people
should repent or get out of the church, until they learn to treat others with respect and
kindness. They need to tell the truth too. What modern Christian “leadership” needs to
understand, that it is the isolated, faithful Christian in the secular workplace, who is
suffering the most for the mistakes of leadership. The leaders are protected by many
supporters, and have a lot of money to cushion any temporary complaint that might go
public. However, the average Christian in the secular workplace is the one who will
experience the daily hatred, direct criticism, prejudice, sarcastic remarks, discrimination,
and rejection. It could cost them their job. It is not fair that these “low status”
Christians suffer for the sins of public Christian leadership personalities, when they
have no part in the errors and sins involved.

Many preachers do a wonderful job of explaining the scriptures. They have taken
the time to properly study the Bible, and interpret it correctly. Their services are
beautiful and inspiring, and people learn something new each time. They conduct
themselves well. They love God and it shows, and they do not behave like fools.
Christian broadcasting should establish standards of performance and behavior, if they
wish for Christianity to be correctly presented to the unbelieving world.
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Chapter 6

The Jezebel Spirit and the Single
Woman

In the Bible, Ahab was a wicked, but passive, king over Israel. He had an
aggressive, hateful, hot tempered, controlling, witch of a wife named Jezebel, who was
more wicked than he was. Jezebel, as queen, derived her power and authority from her
relationship with her husband, the king. If she had not been married to the king, she
would have had very little authority, or influence. If she had been a single woman, or a
widow, she would have had no authority whatsoever. In a male dominated culture, the
woman derives her strength and influence from how important her husband, or father,
is. Little has changed in 4000 years. Even now in the secular world, women cannot
succeed very well, unless they have the support of husband and family, or they are
single, and have no obligations, like conflicting child care issues. But in the process
somewhere, they have the support of men who control everything, or the support of
women, who originally had to have the support of men.

Modern churches allow women to minister to some extent, but there are restrictions
which are in practice, but maybe not in writing. Many churches do not see women as
ministry material, because they consider women to be in a submissive, and supportive,
role to men only. It is the husband who is the minister, and the wife just supports him. In
some cases, we see women ministers, who have the support of their husbands, and
therefore support of the church. Sometimes, we may see elderly women as ministers,
who have been widowed, who had a successful marriage, before their husband passed
away. Usually, women’s roles are confined to cleaning the church, child care during
services, the choir, musician, or office work.

What you will rarely, or never, see is a divorced woman, or a single mother with
children, being allowed to minister in any fashion, especially in a leadership role. They
are not considered ministry material, but instead, are considered in need of being
ministered to themselves. They are spiritually deficient, and incomplete. They are not
qualified. They are many times portrayed as women who have failed spiritually, or who
are on the prowl for other women’s husbands. Most churches are designed to accept
intact families, young people, and the elderly. Divorced women are outcasts, and many
times stereotyped as sinful women, unable to keep a man, despite any evidence to that
effect. At best, they are treated as pathetic creatures, not leaders. They are women of
lesser value than the married women. They are usually shunned by married women, or
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ignored, and not invited to any gathering of a more personal nature. They are held
responsible for their failed marriage, even if it was the ex-husband who was at fault.

Married women are considered more pure. A divorced man will be accepted more
quickly than a divorced woman, even if he was the one to commit adultery, and ruin the
marriage. He is somehow forgiven. He can even remarry, and go into ministry. But the
victimized wife basically becomes a fallen woman. The pastor will avoid her too, and
not talk to her, unless his wife or another “more respectable” woman is present.
Divorced women are to be prayed for; they are not to minister. This is not to assert that
all divorces are due to the man, but to just describe treatment of the woman who was not
at fault in her failed marriage. Divorced women are lepers. They are seen as women
who sex drives must be unsatisfied, and therefore out of control. (When did a wedding
ring guarantee that people behave themselves?) It never occurs to the church that such
woman may actually be leading a very pure, and holy life. The stereotype is that
married women are pure, and divorced women are not, or not likely.

This happens to be very traumatic and demeaning for the decent woman who may
either have leadership ability, wonderful thoughts to share, or who is just someone who
would like some friendship. If her children are small, or still with her, then she is
nothing, and may not get much kind treatment, unless it is Christmas time, and people
want to be “charitable.” Maybe she can redeem herself if she remarries, or becomes
successful in the secular world. If she remarries, then maybe her sex drives are more
under control, and then maybe she can be treated as respectable. She is now more pure.
This would add status to her position in the church if she pays tithes, but it will not
change the opinion of the married women about her as a person, as long as she is single.
If she gives large offerings, it might be seen as trying to gain the pastor’s affection or
attention, and be viewed secretly with resentment. There is a lot of personal testimony
to back this statement up. Somehow, sex and holiness are linked in a twisted way. Sex
in marriage does not make one holy. And someone who is not married, is not
necessarily leading an unholy life. Someone who is married can be a very nasty person.
The same is true for the unmarried. People should not be stereotyped, and should be
considered on their individual merits or limitations.

In this current church social structure, therefore, divorced women do not do well,
and have no “power,” authority, or influence over what goes on the in the typical
church. If they are welcomed there at all, they are just “there.” Their money offerings
are always welcome. In the church, as with any social group, there can be administrative
problems. One complaint some churches have is that there is a tendency for some
individuals to want to control the pastor. In recent times, it has been popular to coin the
term, “the Jezebel spirit.” The Jezebel is usually thought to be a woman who is out to
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destroy the church with rebellion. The divorced woman is seen as a rebellious Jezebel,
who has refused to submit, or cannot submit, to a man, which is why no man “wants
her.” It is disregarded that she may have been betrayed, mistreated, or abandoned,
victimized and abused, by her ex-husband. She is seen as one who would rebel against
male authority. It may not be relevant to anyone that the reason that men don’t want her
now, is because they do not want her 4 kids, or because she has lived too many years
raising her own children by herself, and now she is old, and tired. She just does not look
that good anymore. A life, without the support of others, has worn her down. If she gets
old enough, or ugly enough, then the church might accept her back, because she will not
be a sexual threat anymore. But will she still be a “rebellious woman.” and a threat to
the pastor? This assignment to the powerless individual as a scapegoat is unfair.
Usually, the accuser is actually the Jezebel, but is too “holy” to be suspected.

We must recall that Jezebel had gotten her authority as queen, from her husband the
king, who passively let her do whatever she wanted. Jezebel was a rebellious witch
against God, yet she was properly married. How can one reconcile the role of Jezebel
spirit in the church, and the powerless, and many times despised, divorced woman. This
woman is shunned. How could an outcast influence anyone in the church? While it
might be true that the divorced, both men and women, may not act properly, and could
be rebellious, it also has to be admitted that these people usually do not even attend
church. If they do, they do not have the ability to overturn the pastor’s authority, or
hold a position of influence. And who is to legitimately claim that married people
cannot be equally rebellious? People need to get past the misconception that marriage
guarantees holiness, and that the unmarried are automatically sinful. Holiness is
closeness to God, and walking in obedience to His ways, with a loving heart. Holiness
is available to all people who devote themselves to God in depth and sincerity.

The church must not pick out the powerless and make them scapegoats for problems
they feel they are having in the church. Their marriage status should not be important.
Each person’s commitment and faithfulness to God should be viewed fairly. It is wrong
to put artificial labels on people anyhow. It is worse to use God’s Holy Word to justify
unfair accusations. The divorce rate in modern society is somewhere around 50% of
couples. Many people will become lost, and leave church, if they are not loved, and
accepted, in the church as equals. People need to be more kind. If the church does not
treat them properly, these people will seek provision and support elsewhere. Usually,
they look to the government, and any political party which will offer them financial and
social benefits, even if it compromises their morals. There is no support or acceptance in
the church for these emotional outcasts. They are not secure. Even though both political
parties in America support civil rights and aid to the poor, the outcasts are looking for
more: acceptance and security. They then look to their political party or the government
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as their God and provider, and feel compelled to turn their back on moral issues like
abortion, homosexuality (ie. love the person, reject the sin), pornography, and all the
anti-Christian, anti-American, and godless legislation that many current politicians
represent, just to gain acceptance and financial help. So they vote for whomever may
give them favor. They are also prey to secular thinking, and false religious theories and
doctrines. The outcasts react, and look for a solution to their rejection by the church.
The church should not have pushed them in this direction. God will hold all believers
responsible for the plight of these “fallen angels.”
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Chapter 7

Rule of the Nicolaitans

In Rev 2:15, Jesus says he hates the doctrine of the Nicolaitans. So who are they? The
root of the word Nicolaitans comes from Greek nikao, to conquer or overcome, and
laos, which means people and which the word laity comes from. The two words
together especially means the destruction of the people and refers to the earliest form of
what we call a priestly order or clergy, and allowed for leadership other than those led
by the spirit of the risen Lord. A good translation of Nicolaitan would be "those who
prevail over the people." This clerical system later developed into the papal hierarchy of
priests and clergy lording over the flock. The Council of Trent stated, "If anyone shall
say that there is not in the Catholic Church a hierarchy established by the divine
ordination, consisting of bishops, presbyters and ministers, let him be anathema."

It is not the question of the ministries but rather in the separation of them into a
hierarchy over the people. This very idea was taken over by the Protestants with their
own corruption of leadership roles and coverings. The Church of Ephesus was
commended for hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans. The wrong separation of the clergy
from the laity is a great evil in God's sight, and He hates the lust for religious power
over others. There is an ungodly spiritual authority in the Church today, which is
nothing more than the prideful spirit of control, manipulation, domination and
intimidation and a rebellion of the rightful authority of God. No one has any business, at
all, claiming a position over any other person, as it always leads to abuse. God is now
demanding that we throw down our crowns and gather around Him, not other people.

Jesus taught his disciples as a teacher would, but he also called him his brethren.
The disciples were all most likely in their 20’s, and Jesus was 30 years old. By this age,
after studying the Torah and the prophets, they were ready for ministry, with the help of
Jesus, who was passing on his authority to them, to do what he was doing. In other
words, they were mature enough to be considered “elders” in the ministry. After a
Christian has been raised in the church for 20 years, or has been a convert, and a student
of the Word of God, for the same length of time, is there some reason why they are not
considered ready to lead? Once people are read to lead, they should be doing what Jesus
did, not taking subservient roles.

In the modern church, there are elders, in sometimes paid positions, and then there
is the rest of the crowd. The five-fold ministry is for the salvation of unbelievers, and
the equipping of the saints. All mature believers should be elders, and be ready to pastor
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others who are uninitiated to the faith. If one looks carefully at the scriptures, it was not
the spirit filled Jewish believers that needed apostles, evangelists, teachers, pastors, and
prophets to minister to them. This was for the pagan gentiles that Paul ministered to.
The Hebrew believers were ministers to those that did not yet believe. They were not
passive recipients of someone else’s ministry efforts. The church grew at a rapid pace
because everyone was in ministry to the lost. Now, this job has been assigned to a just a
special few who claim they are “called” to ministry, since the idea has been for awhile,
that not everyone is called by God to do the work of the kingdom. While teaching and
prophesy and these other activities did occur in the believing Jewish community, and
finally other believing gentile communities, they were due to the presence of the Holy
Spirit, as gifts to individuals to share with other members. All were of one body, and all
were equal. No one member was greater in status than another. It was not an
arrangement for some to take “offices” of dominion over others. Every believer had
been called to be part of a “holy priesthood,” not sacrificial lambs for the financial
support of a chosen few.

In the church today, the average “sheep” is required to stay in church their whole
lives, and financially support the pastor and elders, who are regarded as the only ones
called and anointed by God, and smart and qualified enough, to minister. In the early
church , everyone was a minister unto others, and the church grew. The calling of each
believer now as a “holy priest” unto God is suppressed, as only certain special,
recognized individuals have a calling. Now church growth is dependent not upon active
evangelism, and ministry to the lost, but upon tithes and offerings, and is measured in
material expansion. Many times, the membership remains the same, but the staff and the
number of buildings increase. Since the gospel message is simple to teach, what would
be fresh, and new, information to the young and the newly saved, have become “stale
bread” for those who listen to the same content repeated over and over, year after year.
The reason it is stale to them is because they do not need to be there anymore. They
have grown up, and need to move on. Nothing a pastor says after 2-5 years of study
should be considered new to the mature believer. The average pastor only typically
spends 2 years of study in a seminary himself. The mature believer needs to be out in
the world transferring this knowledge to others. Jesus meant that we first learn the
Word of God, and then just live and share what we have learned. This applies to both
elders and others. We are really all to be equal, encouraging one another, not trying to
rule over each other.

As long as the main body of believers spend all their time in church, listening to
sermons they have heard before, being there every time the doors open, they will not
have any time to preach the gospel and the kingdom of God to others. This ingenious
plan to stifle the message of Jesus for centuries could easily be assigned to Satan, but



30

Satan is not that smart. People themselves had to think this up, and practice elder
worship, and “me first” (vs. win the lost) programs in the church. People are lazy, and
want to be spoon fed the Bible, when they should already know it. Jesus promised He
would return, and may have returned already, if Christians had done what they were
told.

The church does have a legitimate need to have some structure, to be organized for
set goals. People need to come together to worship, to share common goals of reaching
the lost, helping the poor, supporting each other in times of crisis, and learning. Self
support is fine to some degree, but it should not take priority over preaching the
kingdom of God to the world. There are also very dependent personalities in the
church, as elsewhere, and they will always need a pastor to support them spiritually and
intellectually. For them, elder rule may be the best option. However, dependency on the
pastor or elders should not be encouraged for most part. This is because the body of
Christ was not meant to be a group of “talking heads,” but a complete body, with every
one doing their part.
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Chapter 8

What is true Christianity really like?

The real Christianity may not always be seen on TV. You may not even find it at a
church you visit. You will find orphanages all over the world, staffed by people who
have never been on TV. They have lived for low or no wages just to serve others. They
share their bread with the poor. They work long hours to provide medical help to
victims of disasters, people sick with diseases, vaccinations, and preventative care and
nutrition. They build schools and hospitals in foreign countries, and teach other people’s
children as if they were their own. Many patiently endure all sorts of persecution for
their faith. But most of all, they teach the kingdom of God to others, walk a path of
holiness, and they live the life that Jesus taught. In the most wonderful cases, signs and
wonders really follow these people, as stated in scripture. When God is really with
someone, the miraculous is always possible, and people’s lives are changed forever.
People’s hearts are really touched in a special way. Captives are set free, people are
delivered from problems, and lives and bodies are healed.

The real Christian will be the one who listens to you all night when you have a
problem, who will come to you when you have a need. They will love you when you
hurt them, and forgive you, and pray for you. You will be able to hurt them a million
times over, and they will still take you back as a friend. You will be on their mind.
They will stand up for God’s Word, and His holiness standards, and will patiently
explain these standards to you. They cannot compromise God’s standards for anyone,
even themselves, but they are willing to help anyone with a problem, or addiction, to
overcome. They will work with you to come up to those standards by showing you the
grace of God. They will pray with you, and for you, and keep you in their prayers until
your answer comes. The world will see the power of God, not because of who the
Christian is, but because of who God is.

Hopefully, they will be good witnesses of God’s love and the saving grace of Jesus
Christ. The kingdom of God is one of true spiritual authority, restored to us by the
saving blood of Jesus Christ. We all share in it, which gives us victory over the enemy
in this life. It is nothing but love, forgiveness and intimacy with God. I pray that what
the despairing, needy world sees more of this kind of Christian in the future. Instead of
the disbelieving world seeing “fallen angels,” it will see God’s glory instead.
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